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"0 ^ hntUfA, 

\lo are blessed to have among us in recant ye rs, v;c yokels, a man so all-wise, 
so all-under c tonding tliat ho cits in judgement for us, telling us what to think and 
ho.? to understand and wliat is appropriate for occasions of special sorrow and remem- 
brance. 

He foolc Ids "obligations" acutely, docs ^oy Heachum* 3o acutely tliat f orj/hin day 
of special natio.nl sorrow, whan h- was offended by wliat ho refers to ns ^"further sancti- 
fications, " he "felt obliged to tin -ow in a balancing word." 

"Word/"? It many words, more tlion a full newspaper column of them. And moot 
of thoce "balancing" words were about himself • /9fe l ’or that he finds almost any occasion 
•pprS^riate. 

Where lie war.^wl-at lie was doing and at what groat personal cost and sacrifice, how 
essBontial he wa3 in it - lie alone. • 

Hot v/liy Ol' what was so special about that occasion. bit tliat it ri2ile$ tlio world 
around, not tliat we liave not been the come since then. Hot wliy so many Americans still 
feel it so painfully and with such sorrow. Hot, of course, wliat it liao meant. Personali- 
zation is not as easy with mature consideration. 

“ft or all, it was onllj the most subversive of possible primes in a country like 
ours. ITotliing like tliat is worthy of liis fought or mention. What is important and gets 
liis attention, after almost lialf a column on wliat he did that day "50 Years" ago, £» 



lifts grca : T^SSi^^S~oliou;dits and India penshblo , "balanced" and wise opinions end judge- 
ments. • L ike: 

"I have never been caught up in the -Kennedy myth." 

"I was not smitten" just beenu e "I had come to know Ynjh his wife^" wirlcli means he 
saw f her a few times. 

"Hr. Kennedy smelled", or as Joctor W 0 hn30ii would have told him, bad usage, did 
ntit mean "smelled." 



"Th ; Keunedys talked the gar.io without really laio ii^ how to 



score. 



T^io means to score with him. Hot with any accomplishments , of which he makes no 
^ tv j£&L 

mention^ l^reVGnting World War III in October 1962 was not a seere "score." Nor was 
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v : - * v^sskS*^? 



ft the fir3t halting, dangerous steps toward detente in the world that could blow itself 
up at any minute, after .11, all he lid at the rich of his political future was end 
' ho poisoning of the air we all breathe (words ho used in his American University 
speech of 'June, 1 965) bg, all those atomic and nuclear tests in that air. No 11 score" 
in the value and judgement of this gr at man who is careful that we not have a chance to 
forget how great he is and all the groat'ho knew by never failing to find an occasion, 
like November 22, to remind us. 

Neturniu ; culture to our tVliite House and removing the curse from the wogjpl, at 
least temporarily , tliat was no real "score.' 1 

Certainly earning the love and. respect of the people wasn t, and he did tliat. 

"Stories of Ids sleeping around... had dii.anishcd the man in my mind, " hfS^saJrs. 



Le voted for Nixon instead, he soys, "because President Eisenhower was not run- 

again. " He does not cay wliet is the fact, that lie could not run again. 

'b\ Ht fttlHV* 

"Balancing," halfword, consists in not having the same opinion of Eisenhower, whose 



sleeping with other than hie wife to the knowledge of the loops’ he led in battle when 
they could do no such tiling, wan so very well knowj^ so unhidden, so open. 

So h^pi’ef erred Mixon, tti • nail whjPoe anti-American activities when he ran the 
misnamed "UnAmorican Activities C&m dtieo of the Mouse were an# international scandal 
and a national disgrace. 

f'hi'j uas of no moaning at all and thus, "I was never a candidate for the Kennedy 
bandwagon. 11 

Equating those af fail’s with it, he tells us lie "had no patience with smutty humor." 

CL 

It was not tliat with Eisenhower or the multitude of otlier3 of whom he could have 
said how they lived was "smutty humor." 

Putting those like "The a llywoodTen" in jail and denying them their lie(v- 

lihood and careers, tliat famous Nixon accmnplioluuont that got his vote, tliat was liardly 

"smutty". - . / 

/* 

"It should bo remembered tliat Lyndon 13. J olison brought tlie nation 1 3.1aw3 into the 

‘fa ^ ^ ^ 

2Qtli century," he tells us. Not t]iat (tHe a 3 G~aosination had any tiling to do with that. Nor 






uliei it coal 1 luvvc coot him tho election t’mt he ntood with Dr./^artin Lather King, Jr., 
end called for Ido felea-e fro:/ g±a3Tjail.Not t.'iat he compelled the admiooion of blacks 
to state ^ uiiivoroitioc , lihe in Alabama* dot that he began the effort cJcli ange the 
natio i'o social Lews /ids words, they arc "oocial^^/viith such great political riolcs and 
certainly not when ao the influential majority leader Lyndon Johnsar'-did nothin;: to get 
tliooo laws, -i ".t’ -6..acod ill th; l-cnnodv administration , enacted. 

Hr!^E5o^her* o "mannero" towor;/ Johnson wore "snotty." /aid ^olinson'sjto^ard that bro- 
ther we e not? C^^^him "tint little oon-of-apbitch" was bettor than being "snotty"? 

One way onl. tint "a trade ran as unnecessarily cruel," ho says. 

Uhiln others think of all t-iat terrible crime cost us', all that has changed since 

idion, and not fo • the better', all #w5~tiie endless failures of government^ that crime 

ua&G po oible; ho narks tho sorrov/ful occasion by u -in:; it for all those words f mostly 

t * 

to puff himself up, without finding a decent/ kernel one to say about the man whose 
assassination the day narks. While saying so much that is th* e::act opposite* 

That io his concept of "a balancing word*" 

Ills wise, nurture, thinking and caring; wa y of remembering ono of the greatest 

national tragedies in our liistory* 
afll I 

How f ortunejlij we yokel/ arc the lie deigned to live amoni ur. and to teach us wliat i3 
right and wliat is wrong, Wliat run 1 1 - "manners" arc, wliat in good and wliat is bad and who 
io and who is not* 

Ills "balancing word" cones close to telling ua that tlia assassination should be- 
come a national celebration, a joyous occasion!^ 

Per giving ur.; the blessing of ‘ dStga _ Watergate? A quadrupled national debt? All 
hose coodics~~5in~iikc the export of oo many of the best jobs and industries? All those 
cm )ty factories? ^11 tho people for whom there are no jobs? 

"Balancing" is liardly tho word fc^it! 

J3AA^ U \p /LU HtO / 






